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Dear Mr. Weisberg: 

This is in response to your administrative appeals from the 
actions of the Criminal Division on your requests for access to 
records which pertain to the assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy . 

As a result of discussions between Criminal Division 
personnel and Ms. Hubbell of my staff, I have decided to affirm 
the Criminal Division's initial actions. Exemption 2 of the Act, 
5 U.S.C. 552(b) (2), was used to withhold the iifvestigatory file 
numbers on third parties. These file munbers are also withhold- 
able pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(7)(C). Such numbers are purely 
internal agency matters as to which the general public has no 
legitimate interest. Exemption 6, 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(6), was used 
to protect a small amount of information concerning third parties 
mentioned in non-investigatory records in these documents in 
order to protect their personal privacy. Exemption 7(D), 5 
U.S.C. 552(b)(7)(D), was used in certain limited instances to 
protect the identities of confidential sources with either an 
express or implied promise of confidentiality. The Criminal 
Division's use of these three exemptions is affirmed. 

I am remanding the remainder- of these records to the 
Criminal Division for reprocessing pursuant to guidelines agreed 
to by that Division after an extensive review of the records by 
Ms. Hubbell. In view of the historic nature of this case and the 
age of these records, the Criminal Division will no longer rely 
on Exemption 5 to withhold information subject to these appeals 
and certain material originally deleted pursuant to Exemption 
7(C) will be released. In addition, FBI personnel have agreed to 
review those documents pertaining to individuals or incidents of 
some significant interest to the government's investigation of 
the Kennedy assassination, such as James Garrison, David Ferrie, 
Clay Shaw and Special Agent Hosty, to determine whether an 
additional release of records is warranted in light of the 
Bureau's previous releases of Kennedy records. 
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I wish to address several other issues you have raised 
pertaining to these appeals. First, regarding the scope of the 
search conducted by the Criminal Division, I have determined that 
the original search was adequate in light of the general nature 
of your request which was for all records pertaining to the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy. Nevertheless, as a 
matter of discretion, the Criminal Division has conducted a 
search for all records pertaining to James Garrison, David 
Ferrie, Clay Shaw and file DG 129-012-4 for records pertinent to 
the John F. Kennedy assassination, DG 129-012-4 is referred to in 
one of the Criminal Division records and appears to be a file 
concerning the guidelines for disclosure of John F. Kennedy 
information. The Criminal Division, however, has been unable to 
locate any record that such a file ever existed. No other files 
were located as a result of this search except a file concerning 
David Ferrie. The Criminal Division will treat this latter file 
as the subject of a new request and, since it consists solely of 
Bureau documents, refer it to the FBI for direct response to you. 
If you are dissatisfied with the ultimate response of the Bureau 
on this file, you may appeal again to this Office. 

Concerning your request for the status of referrals and 
consultations made by the Criminal Division, I Jiave requested 
that Division to determine the status of all documents referred 
to other agencies or components of the Department of Justice for 
consultation and to advise you promptly of the results of this 
review. 

Finally, I regret to advise you that we have not yet been 
able to reach a determination with regard to the disposition of 
the dictabelts made by the Dallas Police Department and the other 
related materials located in a safe in the Criminal Division. 
Several problems exist concerning these recordings. First, 
certain of them have shrunk and cracked around the edges, raising 
the possibility that making copies may cause further deteriora- 
tion of the dictabelts- Second, we have been engaged in dis- 
cussions with Congressman Stokes concerning the proper dis- 
position of these records. We will advise you as soon as we have 
reached a final decision on these records. 

Judicial review of my action on these appeals is available 
to you in the United States District Court for the judicial 
district in which you reside or have your principal place of 
business, or in the District of Colvimbia, which is where the 
records you seek are located. 
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Mr. Bankin. Mr. Chief Justice* do you want to tell him briefly what our 
purpose Is? 

The Chairma:?. Oh, yes ; It Is our practice to make a brief statement before 
the testimony of each witness, and I will do It now, 

Mr. Hoover will be asked to testify In regard to whether Lee H. Oswald 
was ever an agent, directly or Indirectly, or an Informer or acting on behalf 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation In any capacity at any time, and 
whether he knows of any credible evidence of any conspiracy, either domestic 
or foreign, involved In the assassination of President Kennedy. 

What he has to say about an article in the National Ihiqnlrer, Commission 
Exhibit No. 837, and concerning the failure to Include the name and Informa- 
tion concerning special agent Hosty In the initial report of the Oswald address 
book and any suggestions and recommendations he may have concerning Im- 
provements or changes In provisions for the protection of the Fresidmit of the 
United States. Now, Mr. Bankin, you may proceed. 

Mr. BAitKnr. Mr. Hoover, will you state for the record your name and 
position? 

Mr. Hoovni. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation of the Department of Justice. 

Mr. Baitkin. Where do you live, Mr. Hoover? 

Mr. Hoover. I live at 4936 30th Place, Northwest, Washington, D.C. 

Mr. KAirKnr. And yon have been Director of the Bureau for some 40 years 
according to the newspapers? 

Mr. Hoover. That Is correct ; since 1924. 

Mr. Baskct. You have furnished us a considerable amount of InformaUtm, 
Mr. Hoover, about whether or not Lee Harvey Oswald was ever an agent or 
acting for tie Bureau In any capacity as Informer or otherwise at any time. 
Are those statements correct? 

Mr. Hoover. They are correct I can most emphatically say that at no time 
was he ever an employee of the Bureau In any capacity, either as an agent or as 
a special employee, or as an informant 
Mr. BAifimi. I call your particular attention to Exhibit 835, and suggest 
that yon will And that that Is your letter, together with your affidavit about 
this subject matter, and other matters that you furnished to us concerning 
this particular subject 
Mr. Hoover. That Is correct 
Mr. Haektiv. Do you wish to add anything? 

Mr. Hoover. No ; there Is nothing that I desire to add to what appears in this 
letter and my affidavit which accompanied it to the CXimmission. 

Mr. Baitkiw. You have provided many things to us in assisting the Commis- 
sion In connection with this Investigation and I assume, at least In a general 
way, yon are familiar with the Investigation of the assassination of President 
Kennedy, is that correct? , 

Mr. Hoover. That Is correct"^ When President Johnson returned to Washington 
he communicated with me within ^e^flrat 24 honrs,^ and askeiYttir Bureau to 
pick "PjSff fvivMtiga tingTifclii? aSsass^ because as you are aware, there 
ls“no"Pe5teral Jurisdiction for such an Investigation. (It is not a Federal crime 
to kill or attack the President or the Vice President or any of the continuity of 

officers who would succeed to the Presidency 

However, th® President has a right to request- the Bureau- to ma^ special 
Investigatloa^ mid Jn this Instance he^asked that this lnvesti®itlDn hq made.. I 
ImffieffiXteV assigned a special force(headed by the special agent In charge at 
Dallas, Ttet.,; to initiate the Investigation, and to grt all details and facts con- 
. cemlng It, which w e.oWalneg, and then ptepacsd;a,.x^!(«$jyij^ 4 !l^^ 

I to the Attorney Gen^yjM ~{ ra 'nwn1 Wwr,^ 

M?THsS!ESfr^¥6m your study of this entire 'mSfOT of the assassination and 
work In connection with it, do you know of any credible evidence that has ever 
come to your attention that there was a conspiracy either foreign or domestic 
Involved in the assas^aUon? 
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made and 

I have been unable to find any scintilla of evidence showing any foreign con- 
spiracy or any domestic conspiracy that culminated in the assassination of 
President Kennedy. 

BepresentaUve Ford. May I ask this, Mr. Hoover. As I understand your 
testimony, it is based on the evidence that has been accumulated thus far? 

Mr. Hoover. That is correct, sir. 

Bepresentative Ford. Is the Federal Bureau of Investigation continuing its 
Investigation of all possible ramlflcatlons of this assassination? 

Mr. Hoover. That Is correct We are receiving and we, I expect, will con- 
tinue to receive for days or weeks to come, letters from Individuals that normally 
would probably be In the category of what we would call crank letters In which 
various weird allegations are made or in which people have reported psychic 
vibrations. We are still running out letters of that character and In turn 
making a report to this Commission upon It, notwithstanding the fact that 
on the face of it the allegation is without any foundation. Individuals who could 
not have known any of the facts have made some very strange statements. 
There have been publications and books written, the contents of which have been 
absurd and without a scintilla of foundation of fact I feel, from my experience 
in the Bureau, where we are in constant receipt over the years of these so-called 
crank letters, that such allegations will be going on possibly for some years 
to come. 

I, personally, feel that any flnding of the Commission will not be accepted by 
everybody, because there are bound to be some extremists who have very pro- 
nounced views, without any foundation for them, who will disagree violently~ 
with whatever flndlngs the Commission makes. But I think it Is essential that 
the FBI inv^ti|;ate tiie allegations that are receivs^H!l^i^' fotisre-Ao^t- cani^ be 
said^Ybai we ha4 ^ thejq, or that the case is cios^; and forgotteiL' ’ • 

Bepresentative Fbau. Could you give us soihe idea' of how many agents are 
currently working to one degree or another on any aspects of this case? 

Mr. Hoover. I would estimate. Congressman Ford, that there are at the 
present time at least 50 or 60 men giving their entire time to various aspects of 
the investigation, because while Dallas is the office of origin, investigation is 
required in auxiliary offices such as Los Angeles or San Francisco, and even in 
some foreign countries like Mexico. We have representatives In Mexico City. 

At the outset of the investigatimi, following the assassination, it.„wss^^e 
desire of tte.^Pi$^e]it. to,.have this reiwtt completed by the Bureau Just^as 
qdNk^r^ i^mlll^ud as thoroughly as possible, and I would say we had' about 
ISCi^ia At tbat.time. working on the report in the field, and at Washington, D.C. 
■■*'W )W' ;''ail ■ the r^rts that come ln> f&ini tie field are, of course, reviewed at 
Washington by the supervisor in charge of the case, and then in turn by the 
assistant director of the division, and then in turn by Mr. Belmont, who is the 
assistant to the Director. 

Beports in which there is a controversial issue or where statements have 
been made of the existence of some particular thing that we have never heard 
of before, ^jgug^lj^.go over.thew to. see t^^ye.bftyju't ®lsssd^ 
haven’t had any can 'tie do^.'”'^' -’i"® 

ttieKatlohal'iiqidf^TrAff a fwtAsflc'Sirtfcto^^ the existence 

of a letter that had been written or a request that had been made by tbe Depart- 
ment of Justice to Chief Curry of the Dallas Police Department, to withhold 
arresting Bnbinsteln, or Bnby, and Oswald after the Oswald attempt cm Gen- 
eral Walker’s life. 

First, I had the agent in charge at Dallas interview Chief Curry and I have 
sent to the Commission a letter as to what Chief Curry had to say. He branded 
it as an entire lie — ^that he had never received any request of that kind. I had 
our files searched to be certain we had not written any such letter as that and 
found we had not I requested the Department of Justice to advise me whether 
they had written any such letter and Mr. Katzenbach advises there is no ref- 
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;; T W) asK me director of the Federal Bn 



. “»d I subnutted those toK^So W 



-u-T-r -t“^«^aMon, and 1 submitted those toliim So v^‘ 

S “ “ *''• 8*8™“ JownljiSSf 



T STJ h ^ ^ P done thik, and he said: “I did not 

I ^dn t ev^ have those documents with me.’* 

Ehvin. Now, am I correct in inf^ng that it had been^ 
of ^ supply information collected by the^FBI, either in the 

of^e D^t^nl of ^ 

^ ^ understand another tbinp you said 
j ^ summary of some information^ilected bv 

^ M? oLV'^rstS 

(Mr. Gray subsequently submitted the Mowing documents:) 

A^,™y Graeral from Acting Director, FBI 

bi^STof the“ KSSfePi^vi^* Inveatlgatlon of the 

Headquartere, Watergate Apart* 



. v; j- ,. I>»-4 btment or Justice, - 

fEDEBal. BubeaU of iNTEsnOATIOn, 

Hon. H. K. Hameuan, ^“•l'*^Vton,D.C.,JuneJ9,lB7t. 

AuUtaiU to the PreeidetU, 

Whde Bouee, 

Waekintton, D.C. ,:-- 

- Headquarters, 



. Watergate Apartments, ^odm^ D.a, on J^ne “*“‘'J'“rters, 

«i^attn”bTirF^Ti.'^ni°„^ “^®^ "^® Attorney General 
Sincerely yours, *’ 

L. Pateici Grat, III, 

AUiri Direetor,. 
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Jaues Wameb McCobd, Jb., and Otbebs, Bubolabt or Ddiocbatic Pabtt 
National Headouabtebs, Washington, D.C., June 17, 1972 

INTEBCEPnON OF COKHUNICATIONS 

At approximately 230 am., June 17, 1972, officers of the Washington, D.C., 
Metropolitan Police Department (MPD), acting on information received from the 
security guard, Watergate Apartmente, 2600 Virginia Avenue, N.W., Washin^n, 
D.C., that locks in the building had been tampered with, arrested five individuals 
in the office of the Democratic Party National Headqurtera. these individuals 
have been identified as: James Walter McCord, Jr.: Bernard L. ^^ker^PVank 
Anthony Fiorini; Virgirlo R. Gonzales; and Eugenio Rolando Martines y Creaga. 
These individuals had in their possession burglary tools and a quantity of eaves- 
dropping and photographic equipment. 

At the time of the arrests, it was observed that several ceiling panels bad been 
removed, as well aa a telephone jack and an air conditi^ing cover, apparently 
in preparation for concealment of the eavesdropping devices. 

All subjects have been charged with burglary, in violation rf Sertion 1801, 
Title 22, District of Columbia Code, and aU except McCord are being h^d in 
lieu of $50,000 bonA McCord is being held in lieu of $30,000 bond. A prelimmary 
hearing is set for June 29, 1972. AU subjects have declined to be Interviewed 
•concerning this matter. 



At the time of their arrests, the subjects were in possession of $2,400, mcluding 
thirteen new $100 bills. A search of rooms rented at the Waternte Hotd by 
4hese individuals, punuant to a search warrant authoriied by Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Charles Work, Washington, D.C., discloeed an addhional $3,500 in 
mew $100 bills of the same series and originating serial numbers as those found at 
the time of the arrests. . t . 

Investigation reveals the foUowing information concerning the background 
•of the persona arrested: 

James Walter McCord, Jr., of RockviUe, MarylanA who at the time of his 
arrest gave the name Edward Martin, has been determined to have been employed 
as an FBI Agent hum October, 1948 to February, 1951; having been employed by 
Central Int^igence Agency (CIA) August, 1951 to August, 1970; and is presently 
•reported to be CWd of Security for the "Committee to Rede«t Nixon,” 1701 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W^, Washington, D.C^ In addition, McCord, in February, 
1972, was reportedlv in cluurge of security for the family of former Attorney 
■Craeral John N. h^tchell. .... 

Bemafd L. Barker, who b abo known as Frank Ctitxr, b reported to a 
Cuban national who b in the real estate business in Coral CaUm, Florida. He is 
indicated to have been of interest to the CIA in the past but b not of current 
He b reported to be very active in anti-Caatro groups in Florida. 
Anthony Fiorini, also known aa Fred Frank norinL Attila F. Sturgb, 

Buing 

’ and 
ces in Miami 
cd which are 



ba, corrently 
b known to 



1958, for violation <rf immigration laws in Miami, Florida, and was deported to 
Havana, ^ba, on January 2, 1959. He reportedly arrived in tbe United States 
T>y boat on June 18, 1968, from Cuba. Sources in Miami report Martines b a 
friend of Barker and b possibly in the real estate bnsin« with Barker. CIA 
records do not indicate tlmt Martinez b known to that agency; however, farther 
•dheek b being made in thb regard. 

It b to be noted at tbe time of the search of the subjects’ hotel rooms, a stamped 
•sealed envelope was located. Thb envelope contained a check drawn by E. Howud 
Hunt in the amount of ^.39 and a bill from Lakewood Country Club, 'Rockville, 
Maryland, to Hunt in care of Wevbright ft Talley, New York <3ity. Hunt has 
been detenniBed to be Everette Howard Hunt, Jr., who was employed ire CIA 
from November, 1949 to April, 1970, and on whom the FBI conducted a SpecW 
3&guiry investigation in Jul}*, 1971, for a Wldte House staff position. Mr# A. F. 



48 



Butterfield, Depu^ Aaeistant to the President, advised that Hunt was used sj 
. a constiltant by the White House on "highly sensitive, confident!^ matters 
about nine months ago. To Mr. Butterfield’s knowledge, he has not been us^ 
I since. Hunt was interviewed, ^mitt^ the check in question is his, but refused 



to discuss this matter or the individuals involved without consulting his attorney 
It is noted tl^ shortly after the subjects were anested, a Washington D O 
attorney, named Michael Dou^as Caddy, appeared at the 2nd District, 'mpd 
statmg he was representing the five subjects. It is known that when the imbject 



were arrested, tli^ refused the opportunity to make a telephone call and* had 
, no way of conta^ng Mr. Caddy. He was asked how he became aware of th£ 
arrests but refu^ to furnish any information stating he would recontact AssisU^ 

, y.S. Attorney Work in a few days after thinking the matter over. SubsequentlyJ 
he advised FBI Agents he received a call at 3.-00 a.m., June 17, 1972 froma 
person whose identity he would not reveal. It is noted that Caddy during FBl ' 
investijssrion of H^t, was listed by Hunt as a personal reference’ and at that- 
tune Caddy advised he had known Bunt for about two years. 1 

Investigation of tto matter is continuing by the FBI to determine whether ' 
there is a violation of the Interception of Communications Statutes or anv other* 
Fede^ statutes. ^ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents ar» 
not to be distnbuted outside your agency. 

Investiretive reports delivered to Assistant Attorney General Henry Petersen : 
Criminal Division of the Department: ' ' 

ifvmber of 

June 30, 1972 

July 3, 1972 1 f? 

July 14, 1972 

July 19, 1972 

; July 20, 1972 T 

, Aug. 1, 1972 

Aug. 11, 1972 ff 

Aug. 23, 1972 

Sept. 28, 1972 , J 

Oct. 13, 1972 ft 

Oct. 20, 1972 ft 

Dec. 6, 1972 

Dec. 22, 1972 

Jan. 11, 1973 t 

Jan. 15, 1973 L 

Jan. 26, 1973 f 

Feb. 1, 1973 ; 

Feb. 9. 1973 f 

Feb. 13, 1973 t 

Feb. 16, 1973 f 



U.S. Depabtuent op Justice, 

Federal Bureau or Investioation, 

T WT , Wortingtoa, D.C., July tl, 197t. 

Jaheb Walter McCokd, Jr., 

Burglary of the Demoeralic Party National Headquarteri, fTaehingUm, 'D C 

investigaUon conducted of the captioned 

Burgla^ ond dresri^t approximately 2:30 a.m., June 17, 1972, officers of the 
Metropohtan Pohce Department (MPD) apprehended five individuals in an 
executive conference room of the Democratic Partv National Headquarters lo- 
oted on the ott floor of the Watergate Apartments, 2600 Virginia Avenue. N W 
Waslun^n, D.C. At the toe of arrest the subjects had ta their possession’ 
burglap tools, electromc and photographic equipment and were wearing surgical- 
ts'pe plastic gloves. ^ 
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Those arrested were identified as James Walter McCord, Jr., n^g the^M 
Edward Warren; Bernard L. Barker, using the alias Frank Carter, Eugenio 
Rolando Martinei y Cieaga, umng the alias Germ VaWes; 

also known as Frank Anthony Fiorinl, using the biases Jomh Ih Mberto and 
Edward HamUton; and Virgjrh) Gonarfes, u^g tte a^ Raoul J^doy. 

All subjects refused to be interviewed, refused to state for wtorn they ww 
working, from where thgr came or their PU^“e for bemg m to builtog. 'my 
were au charged with Burglary, Section l&l, Ti^ ^ ^Columbia 

Code, and w^ held on $50,000 bond except for McCord, a EoAvillejMaryland, 
wideiit, whose bond was set at $30,000. All but Sturgis have sinee been released 

from District of Columbia Jail on bond. . , , 

McCord, who appears to have been the leader of to group, retir^ from the 
Central IntelligenroAnmcy (CIA) on August 31, 1970, 

arrest he was Chief of Security for the Committee to Reelert to Pr^de^. 'The 
remaining subjects are aU known to have Cuban backgrorads and either worked 
with or participated in CIA activities against the Castro Gover^ent. 

/U&msnl of EoerMt Howard Hunt, Jr.: After the arrests “ 

the Democratic Party National Headquarters, pursi^t to an authonzed ^rch 
warrant, a search was made of the rooms rented by the subjects, 
the Watergate Hotel Among the items located was an ® 

check of E^Howard Hunt in the amount of $6.39 m payment for a bill from Ia^ 
wood Country Club, Rockville, Maryland, to Hunt m care of a pubhcations finn 
in New York City. &unt, when contacted, admitted the check wte his but refuted 
to discuss the matter before consulting his attorney. Also looted m the su^e^ 
rooms were personal telephone directories 
numbers and Addresses of numeromi persons in Miami, New 
D.C. One of the names contained in the telephone book of ra^t J^rtines te 
‘ Hunt (W. House),’’ together with the telephone number of Hunt s office at the 

^ Investf^on developed that Hunt was emploved by tjje CIA f^ 

1949, to April 30, 197twhen he retired. On May 1, 1970, he b^me employra 
bv Ltertll. Mullen dompany, 1700 Pennsylvtoa Ave^e, N.W., Wtetort^^^ 
D.C., a pubUc relations and fund raising otgamsation. Berammg J^y 6, 1971, 
Hunt was employed on a consultant baste by to 

with Mr. David H. Young and Mr, Charles W. Colson. He b reported to bate 
been used as a consultant on declassification of to Pentagon Papers. Hw se^icra 
were last utilised in this capacity on March M. 1972. Information 
that on the recommendation of a member of Mr. Colson s strf. Hunt 
mtaated as a consultant effective April 1, 1972, and was to be toed mimeffiateW 
thereafter by “1701” (1701 P^sylvania Avenue, N.W^ b to address of the 

Committee to Reelect to President). on 1072 

Investigation developed that between January 1, 1972, June 2a 
Hunt was in frequent and regular contact with to office and resitence of Bernard 
L.XI" mS Florida. &gation further developed 

utilizing the alias M J. Hamilton, together with George Gordon Liddy, who 
frequency used the alias George Leonard or G- Leonard, toweled mcto^ely 
around the United States contacting foraer CIA emptoy^ for *be purp^ of 
setting up a security organization for the Repubhean Party dealing with political 

^^nnSwment of Michael Douglae Caddy: Michael Douglas (^dy, ^o known ta 
Douglas Caddy, is an Attorney at Law having offices at IfeO C^ecticut ^“ue, 
N.'Wrlwashin^on, D.C., and is associated with ‘be tewfirm.Gall, Lme,^w^^ 
and KfleuBen. Caifdy gratuitously appeared at to 

ment where subjects were taken after bem? arrested and clamed to jeprraent tora. 
Prior to Caddy’s arrival, none of the subjects made any phone c^ which nugM 



have nrecipitated his appearance. Investigation disclosed telephone cato were 
made during the early morning hours of toe 17, 197i from the telephone of 
Everette Howard Hunt ^ the_ Robert R. Mullen and Company to the Barker 



residehte in Miami, Florida, and from Barker’s residence to tbe^idence 
Upon Caddy’s appearance brforc the Federal grand jury at Washin^n, 
he was held in contempt of court for failing to answer questions on the basis he hto 
an attorney-client relationship with Hunt. Contempt action to U]^e*d bj to 
U.S. Court of Appeals on July 19, 1972. Caddy subsequently testified he received a 
l6leDhon€ csll from Hunt &t around 3:00 A.m., on June 17, 1972. 

*^Imohement of George Gordon Uddy: As is set forth el*«wh^ in 

dum, Everette Howard Hunt traveled e*tensively ei^tevo^g to rec^t form 

CIA employees for security work for to Republican Party in late 1971 and early 




